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more loyally on such a democratic programme,* and the
Opposition, who had felt certain that Tariff Reform, as
an alternative to class legislation, would carry the day*
The Parliamentary situation was full of perplexity for
Government and Opposition alike* When the latter had
allowed the Peers to throw out the Budget, they were
gambling upon securing a victory in die election which
they knew would have to be held* But now the other
side had triumphed; and it was fairly certain, not only
that the Budget would after all have to be passed, but that
something would also be done to deprive die House of
Lords of its general veto; in which case die Conservative
Party would be losing their most valuable security against
Liberal legislation. Ministerialists, however, were in
hardly better case. They were dependent on the Irish
vote; and that vote had been registered against the second
reading of the Budget* Could the Budget be carried
despite the defection of such unfaithful allies 5 And looking
beyond the Budget, what was to be done about the House
of Lords ? Some were in favour of leaving its composition
unchanged, its right of veto only being destroyed. Others
desired to reform it, and to convert it into a democratic
Second Chamber, leaving its powers intact, A third
party wished bodi to reconstitute it, and to deprive it. of
its veto* Which of these courses was the right one to
adopt? It was when it came to giving a practical answer
to this question that Asquith's logical and far-seeing mind
proved of such inestimable service to his Party* For him*
the course was dear: First, the Budget must be passed by
both Houses* Second* the power of veto must immediately
be curtailed, and rendered suspensory only* Third, reform
of the House of Lords must be indicated, but need not
at present be proceeded with* There can be little doubt
that, if the Irish had had good reason for believing that